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BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
PUBLIC REPORT 

 

Report to: CABINET  
Report of: STRATEGIC DIRECTOR – DEVELOPMENT AND CULTURE 
Date of Decision: 22nd APRIL 2013 
SUBJECT: 
 

CYCLE CITY AMBITION GRANT – BID SUBMISSION 
(PROJECT DEFINITION DOCUMENT) 

Key Decision:    Yes   Relevant Forward Plan Ref:  475673/2013 

Chief Executive approved    If not in the Forward Plan: 
(please "X" box) O&S Chairman approved   

Relevant Cabinet Member(s): Councillor Tahir Ali – Development Jobs and Skills 
Councillor James McKay – Green, Safe and Smart City 
Councillor Steve Bedser – Health & Wellbeing 

Relevant O&S Chairman: Councillor Victoria Quinn – Transport, Connectivity and 
Sustainability 

Wards affected: City-wide 
 

1. Purpose of report:  
 

1.1 This report seeks support and endorsement for the submission of the ‘Birmingham Cycle 
Revolution’ capital bid to the Department for Transport (DfT) for the Cycle City Ambition Grant 
(CCAG).  The bid will support the development of around 115km of new and 95km of upgraded 
routes on main corridors, quieter ‘parallel’ roads, green routes and the canal network, to create a 
significantly improved network for cyclists. This package will be supported by wider enabling 
measures such as cycle parking, bike hubs, and ‘smarter choice’ activities including marketing / 
promotional initiatives, mapping, education and training.  The package is focused on the city 
centre and extends to all parts of the city within approximately 20 minutes cycling time of the ring 
road.  The bid will act as a catalyst to encourage more cycling across the city, with its associated 
benefits in terms of reducing the adverse impacts of road congestion, improving health, and 
addressing social inclusion through improvements to low-cost transport options. 

 

1.2  The Project Definition Document (PDD) at Appendix A provides further details for the submission 
of a capital bid to the Department for Transport (DfT) for £17.0m of CCAG capital resources, to be 
matched by a local eligible contribution of £5.9m from the City Council’s Local Transport Plan 
Integrated Transport Block (ITB) Capital Allocation and the City Council’s Revenue Budget, as part 
of an overall package of measures totalling £22.9m to be delivered by March 2016.  A further 
£0.05m of advance costs incurred in developing the bid are not eligible for the match process.   

 

1.3 The report seeks approval to release up to £0.945m of fees to progress individual schemes to Full 
Business Case (FBC), subject to DfT’s approval to the bid.   

 

 

2. Decision(s) recommended:  
 

That Cabinet:   
2.1 Authorises the submission of the ‘Birmingham Cycle Revolution’ capital bid to the Department for 

Transport (DfT) for the Cycle City Ambition Grant and approves the Project Definition Document 
included as Appendix A of this report to enable the capital bid submission of £17.0m to be made 
by 30th April 2013;  

 

2.3 Subject to DfT approval to the bid, approves the release of up to £0.945m of development funding 
and programme management fees for the Strategic Director for Development and Culture to 
progress individual projects within the bid to Full Business Case stage, in accordance with the 
corporate Gateway process for projects and programmes; and   

 

2.4 Authorises the Director of Legal and Democratic Services to negotiate, execute and complete any 
necessary legal documentation to give effect to the above recommendations.   

 

 

Lead Contact Officer(s): Richard Leonard – Transportation Policy Manager 
Telephone No: 0121 464 5997 
E-mail address: richard.leonard@birmingham.gov.uk 
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3. Consultation  

3.1 Internal 
3.1.1 All Cabinet Members and Chief Officers have been consulted on the draft report and comments 

incorporated where applicable.  Ward councillors have also been briefed on the principles of the 
bid through Member drop-in sessions. 

3.1.2 The development of scheme proposals has been undertaken by relevant officers from 
Development Strategy, Highways, Parks, Sports & Events, Sports & Physical Activity and Public 
Health.  Detailed consultations will be undertaken, subject to DfT’s approval of the bid, as part of 
the preparation of the FBCs for each individual project.   

3.1.3 In accordance with the Projects and Programmes methodology the corporate Quality Assurance 
and Governance Team have appraised the project and recommended it for approval.  

 

3.2 External 
3.2.2 External consultations have been carried out to inform the development of the bid, these have 

focused on wider public and stakeholder consultation on the principles of the bid and gathering 
support for the submission.  More detailed consultations on the bid proposals have been carried 
out through the Birmingham Cycle Forum and Pedestrian & Cycling Task Force, which includes a 
range of cyclist and pedestrian representative groups, and with the Canal and River Trust (CRT) in 
relation to works affecting the canal network. Further consultation will be carried out as part of the 
development of the FBCs for individual projects, subject to approval of the bid.   

 

 

4. Compliance Issues:   
4.1 Are the recommended decisions consistent with the Council’s policies, plans and strategies? 
4.4.1 The ‘Birmingham Cycling Revolution’ bid seeks to promote sustainable travel options by increasing 

the attractiveness of cycling, which will contribute towards improving health and the environment, 
reducing car usage, and improving connectivity for households without a car.  Many of the 
measures will also benefit pedestrians, public transport users and road safety.  The bid supports 
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be a liability for the City Council.  A letter of support has been provided by CRT on this basis.   

4.2.5 Subject to the approval of the bid, the report seeks approval of fees of £0.945m (£0.772m of 
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Equality Act 2010 
 
The Executive must have due regard to the public sector equality duty when considering Council 
reports for decision.          
 
The public sector equality duty is as follows: 
 
1 The Council must, in the exercise of its functions, have due regard to the need to: 

 
(a) eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation and any other conduct that is 


