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3. The Rea Valley Masterplan SPD: Context

3.1 The Draft Rea Valley SPD sets out further detail on existing policies contained within
the adopted Birmingham Development Plan 2031 (BDP) which is the City’s statutory



4.3



Stage

Yes/No

Reason

3. Is the PP prepared for
agriculture,  forestry, fisheries,
energy, industry, transport, waste
management, water management,
telecommunications, tourism, town
and country planning or land use,
AND does it set a framework for
future development consent of
projects in Annexes | and Il to the
EIA Directive? (Art 3.2(a))

supersede development plan
policy and is merely a material
consideration.

The SPD once adopted would
become a material consideration
and will provide locally specific
guidance to support BDP policy
GA1.2 Growth and Wider Areas of
Change.




Stage

Yes/No

Reason

7. Is the PP’s sole purpose to serve
the national defence or civil
emergency, OR is it a financial or
budget PP, OR is it co-financed by
structural funds or EAGGF
programmes 2000 to 2006/7? (Art
3.8,3.9)

The BDP policies have been
subject to SA incorporating SEA
throughout its preparation.




programmes including those in a hierarchy. | the BDP. It doesn’t create new
polices.

Is there a significant effect? No.

c. The relevance of the plan or programme
for the integration of enr



the water environment; its
objectives include the prevention of
deterioration in ecological status.

The Flood Risk Regulations 2009

Is there a significant effect?






Is there a significant effect? No.

6. Determination of Significant Effects

6.1 Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna
The Rea Valley Urban Quarter boundary doesn’t have any recorded protected
species within the SPD area. The River Rea flows within a heavily modified channel
which is brick lined and offers limited opportunities for vertebrate and invertebrate
habitation. Apart from Highgate park to the south west of the area there is no other
green public open space.

6.2 The SPD supports the delivery of blue and green infrastructure that will have a
positive impact upon improving biodiversity through the creation of new habitat and
through the enhancement and naturalisation of the River Rea and new public open
spaces.

6.3 Population and Human Health
The SPD supports measures within new development that would be anticipated to be
beneficial to the mental and physical health and wellbeing of residents, in particular
the requirements to improve and expand the provision of open space, protecting air
quality and creating inclusive communities by supporting new pedestrian and cycle
routes.

6.4 Soil, Water and Air
The SPD focuses on the regeneration of sites that are likely to have contaminative
industrial uses in the past. Over time the contamination is likely to be impacting upon
groundwater and consequently water quality with the River Rea. As part of
development proposals developers will be required to remediate land to ensure that
controlled waters are protected from pollution as a result of previous contamination or
through the new development on site.

6.5 The Rea Valley Urban Quarter has a large area of flood risk associated with the
River Rea, and the SPD sets out a vision for how flood risk mitigation can be
provided to support new development and support the enhancement of the River
Rea, through the creation of green infrastructure to safely manage flood water during
storm events.

6.6 The SPD highlights the importance of the incorporation of SuDS within new
development both to support a reduction in surface water flooding, but also to
improve water quality and to create new biodiversity habitat.

6.7 The location of a new community within close proximity of the City Centre, new
transport infrastructure including HS2 and supporting new green and blue
infrastructure, public open space, cycle and pedestrian routes will have a positive
impact on air quality through a reduction in the reliance of private transport such as









