
Community litter picking 
Guidance and advice for small organised groups 
 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/downloads/file/10715/litter_pick_leaflet
https://bosf.org.uk/
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20089/parks/165/holding_events_in_parks_and_open_spaces
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20089/parks/165/holding_events_in_parks_and_open_spaces
https://litteraction.org.uk/infocentre/insurance
https://bosf.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/coronavirus-guidance-on-access-to-green-spaces#history
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/coronavirus-guidance-on-access-to-green-spaces#history


 Check list reminder of what you need to do as an organiser 

Holding 
a litter 
pick 

 There are only 6 participants, or if it is a bigger event, I have contacted the 
right Birmingham City Council department who own the land for permission to 
organise the event. 

 There is adequate insurance in place for the activity. 
 

http://www.sja.org.uk/get-advice/first-aid-advice/covid-19-advice-for-first-aiders
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20140/report_an_environmental_concern


 Check list reminder of what you need to do as an organiser 

During 
litter 

picking 
 

 Re-enforce safety messages concerning Covid-19 and in connection with the 
risk assessment.  

 Be aware of your surroundings and of where your participants are. 
 Inform the council of any problems or issues that you may have noticed; 

please call us on 0121 454 7810 or use our online forms 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20140/report_an_environmental_concern 

 Place any rubbish in a strong waste bag or double bag your rubbish. 
 If you are finding lots of discarded masks and gloves then please double bag 

any rubbish bags collected. 
 Make sure bags are not over filled. 

After 
litter 

picking 
 

 Make sure any bags collected are placed at the agreed location for collection.   
 Please make sure that any bags left behind do not obstruct footpaths and are 

not left in a position which will cause a hazard to the public. 
 Remind participants to wash their hands when they get home. 
 Clean down any returned equipment with an anti-bacterial spray or wipe.  
 Inform the council of any problems or issues that you may have noticed; 

please call us on 0121 454 7810 or use our online forms 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20140/report_an_environmental_concern 

Do not 
 

X Handle any needles or sharp objects, leave alone and report.  
X Pick up any discarded face masks or gloves with your hands, use litter 

pickers and place immediately in a bag. 
X Litter pick on the highway.  
X Work in or near any watercourses. 
X Lift anything that is too heavy. 
X 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20140/report_an_environmental_concern
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20140/report_an_environmental_concern
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