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Travel Support available from schools and further 
education institutions  

 
The following is a list of sources of travel support available through schools and further 
education institutions.  Enquiries and applications in respect of these should be made 
through the young person’s school or institution. 
 
16-19 Bursary Fund  
 
Help is available for the most vulnerable 16 - 19 year olds to continue in full-time education 
or training after 16. Young people can apply to their school or college or training provider for 
the new 16 -19 Bursary Fund.  
The scheme is made up of two parts – a guaranteed payment to a small group of the most 
vulnerable and a discretionary fund for schools and colleges to distribute. Guaranteed 
bursaries of £1,200 a year will be paid to the most vulnerable groups.  
This includes young people in care, care leavers; young people claiming Income Support or 
Universal Credit, disabled young people in receipt of Employment Support Allowance and 
Disability Living Allowance.  
 
The second element of the scheme enables schools and colleges to award discretionary 
bursaries to any students who face genuine financial barriers to participation, such as the 
costs of transport, meals, books and equipment etc.  
Schools and colleges set their own eligibility criteria, decide on how much is paid and set 
their own conditions for students to meet in order to receive a bursary, for example, linked to 
behaviour or attendance.  
 
Further information about the 16 -19 Bursary Scheme can be found at: www.gov.uk/1619-
bursary-fund 
 
Care to Learn  
 
Care to Learn provides financial support to young parents who want to continue their 
education or training and need support with the cost of their childcare, and associated travel. 





Travel concessions which may be available  
 

Public Transport Assistance 

 
Birmingham has a comprehensive public transport network which includes buses, trains and 
metro.  Network West Midlands is the new name that connects all public transport in the 
West Midlands metropolitan area. This includes Birmingham, Dudley, Coventry, Sandwell, 
Solihull, Walsall and Wolverhampton. It clearly identifies the complete network of bus, train 
and metro services. 
 
Further information can be found at: www.networkwestmidlands.com  
 
Network West Midlands, the West Midlands Integrated Transport Authority, is responsible for 
promoting and developing public transport across the West Midlands metropolitan area.  
They co-ordinate local transport information for Birmingham and publish bus timetables.  This 
includes the Network West Midlands Map and Guide to Public Transport in Birmingham.  
 
The Birmingham map shows all bus operators, routes, rail and metro services and the 
frequency of bus services. The bus map is available online at:  
http://www.networkwestmidlands.com/Maps/maps-home.aspx 
 
A journey planner is also available on line at: www.networkwestmidlands.com or via the free 
NetNav and Net WM App’s. 
 
The majority of school journeys that are made by bus use public operated transport, although 
there are a number of special bus services procured directly by schools or run commercially 
and some dedicated bus services run by private operators.  The Network West Midlands 
Sustainable Travel Team informs individual schools 



Midlands liaise with School Travel Advisers, TravelWise Officers and Post-16 Transport 
Partnership Groups. 
 
Network West Midlands – 16 - 18 Photocard 
There is an extensive public transport network of buses, trains and metro in the Birmingham 
area.  Students aged 16-18 (Years 12 & 13) and in full-time education (minimum 12 hours 
per week) can purchase a ' 16 - 18 Photocard' (valid for one academic year).  It costs £10 
and is available through an online application process at www.networkwestmidlands.com/16-
18. 
  
Unique Validation Codes (UVC’s) are only available from the student's school or college and 
these are required to successfully apply for a 16-18 Photocard. Information is available from 
Network West Midlands ticketing on 0345 303 6760. 
 
The photocard card entitles the student to pay child fares (approximately half adult cash 
fares) to and from school or college on buses, trains and trams within the West Midlands 
area and also allows students to purchase child rate weekly, 4 weekly, Direct Debit and term 
season tickets. This concession is funded by Network West Midlands. 
 
Applications for the Network West Midlands 16 – 18 photocard can now only be made online. 
A Unique Validation Code is required with every application and these are only available 
from the school or college the student will be attending. Students cannot apply for one until 
they enrol.  At peak times (the start of the academic year) it normally takes ten working days 
for the photocard to be returned. 
 
Direct Debit and season tickets may be purchased as soon as they go on sale and used until 
30th September without a photocard.  The photocard must be in place by 1st October to 
continue to use the pass. 
 
IMPORTANT: Applications for a 16 - 18 photocard received from students who are not 
eligible due to their age, 18 or over by 1st September of the current academic year or 
because they do not meet the residence criteria may forfeit the £10 fee.  Refunds will only be 
given at the discretion of Network West Midlands. 
 
 
The 16 - 18 Photocard is valid during the following times: 

16 - 18 Photocard 
and Cash Fare 

Monday to Friday term time only and journeys to / from 
the school or college only.   
From start of daytime services to the learning provider 
before 0930 and from 1530 until 1800 and, if in 
connection with the school or college curriculum, outside 
these times. 

16 - 18 Photocard 
and NX West 
Midlands Scholar's 
Ticket 

Scholar’s tickets are not available for retail sale but 
may be provided for those students with Learning 
Difficulties and / or Disabilities from the Local 
Authority and are only valid on National Express West 
Midlands services. 
 
Monday to Friday term time only and journeys to/from the 
school or college only.  From start of daytime services to 
before 0930 and from 1530 to before 1800 and, if in 
connection with the school or college curriculum, any time 



up to 2215. 

16 - 18 Photocard 
and Network Scholar 
Season Ticket 

As above but valid on any operator’s bus and train and 
Metro within the West Midlands County. 

16 - 18 PHOTOCARD 

AND TERM NETWORK 
ON SALE 3 TIMES PER YEAR, USUALLY AUGUST, MARCH / 
APRIL AND DECEMBER, 3 COVER A FULL YEAR.  VALID ON ANY 

BUS, TRAIN OR METRO WITHIN THE WEST MIDLANDS COUNTY.   
16 - 18 PHOTOCARD WITH CHILD RATE SEASON TICKETS ARE 

VALID WHENEVER THE TICKETS ARE VALID INCLUDING 

WEEKENDS AND HOLIDAYS. 

16 - 18 PHOTOCARD 

AND TERM NETWORK BY 

DIRECT DEBIT 
(N RAIL FOR CHILD 

TRAIN ONLY TRAVEL AND 

NBUS FOR CHILD ALL 

OPERATOR BUS TRAVEL 

IS ALSO AVAILABLE 

FROM NETWORK WEST 

MIDLANDS DIRECT 

DEBIT) 

VALIDITY AS ABOVE PLUS RAIL ADD-ON AVAILABLE FROM 

STATIONS OUTSIDE THE WEST MIDLANDS. DIRECT DEBIT 





at other similar schools.  In addition to home to school, it also provides transport for activities 
during and also outside the school day. 
 
 
All WMSNT’s activities are supported by its own training department which is an NVQ 
approved body as well as being certified to provide RoSPA Advanced Driver Training. It also 
provides external training including pupil guides for Birmingham Local Authority and also 
registered taxi drivers for Coventry City Council. As a  registered Charity, with 30 years of 
specialist experience, recently recognised by the DfT  “....as best practice for home to school 
transport in the UK”, WMSNT offers cost effective, “not for profit” transport solutions to 
include and beyond  the statutory obligation to get children to and from school. 
 
Further details can be obtained from Sue Cozens, Operations Manager on 
0121 327 8128 or email: sue.cozens@wmsnt.org 
 
 
School Travel Plans 
 
The Birmingham City Council Sustainable Modes of Travel Strategy sets out how 
Birmingham will develop and promote sustainable travel within the city, so that the needs of 
children and young people are better catered for.  It has four main objectives: 
 

• Increase the use of sustainable travel on the school journey 

• Work with all Birmingham Schools to develop and implement a school travel plan 

• Provide infrastructure to support sustainable travel 

• Take a partnership approach to sustainable travel to school issues 
 
In 2015 the Council adopted Modeshift STARS (MSS) a sustainable travel online  tool which 
is a nationally accredited awards scheme that supports schools in the promotion of active, 
sustainable and safe travel. The online tool is provided, maintained and endorsed by the 
Department for Transport (DfT) and is included in t



The Council can support schools with resources to help promote sustainable travel and the 
first step towards this is for schools to sign up to Modeshift STARS www.modeshiftstars.org. 
The Council will then work with schools to start the process of reviewing their plan. 
 
For more information, please contact the Transportation Behaviour Change Team  by 
emailing connected@birmingham.gov.uk or call 0121 303 1873. 
 
Contacts: 
 
Children and Young People 
Travel Assist Service 
PO Box 16541 
Birmingham 
B2 2DD 
 
Email:   travelassist@birmingham.gov.uk  
Telephone:   0121 303 4955 
Website:   www.birmingham.gov.uk/travelassist 
 
16-19 Bursary Fund 
Telephone: 0300 303 8610 web site: www.gov.uk/1619-bursary-fund 
 
Care to Learn 
Telephone: 0300 303 8610 web site: www.gov.uk/care-to-learn 
 
Dance and Drama Awards 
Telephone: 0300 303 8610 web site:  www.gov.uk/dance-drama-awards 
 
Residential Support Scheme  
Telephone: 0300 303 8610 web site: www.gov.uk/residential-support-scheme 
 
Network West Midlands website: www.networkwestmidlands.com or telephone 0345 303 
6760 
 
Travel West Midlands web site: http://nxbus.co.uk/west-midlands/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Birmingham Schools and Academies 
 
An up to date list of schools and academies in Birmingham is available at 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/schools 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APPENDIX 3 
TRAVEL CONCESSIONS AND OTHER SOURCES OF SUPPORT 



  
Telephone: 0800 121 8989.  Website:  www.direct.gov.uk 
 
Care to Learn  
 
Care to Learn provides financial support to young parents who want to continue their education or 
training and need support with the cost of their childcare, and associated travel. Care to Learn pays 
up to £160 per child per week to the childcare provider.  
 
Telephone: 0800 121 8989.  Website: www.gov.uk/care-to-learn  
 
 
Residential Support Scheme 
  
The Residential Support Scheme provides help with the accommodation costs of learners aged 16 
and over, who need to live away from home to study because their course is not available locally. It 
covers Education Funding Agency and Skills Funding Agency Learner Support Responsive funded 
courses which must require more than 16 hours attendance per week and be of at least 10 weeks’ 
duration. The course must be of a first level 2 or level 3 qualification. 
  
Telephone: 0800 121 8989.  Website: www.gov.uk/residential-support-scheme 
 
2.   Travel concessions which may be available  

 
Public Transport Assistance 

 
Birmingham has a comprehensive public transport network which includes buses, trains and metro.  
Network West Midlands is the new name that connects all public transport in the West Midlands 
metropolitan area. This includes Birmingham, Dudley, Coventry, Sandwell, Solihull, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. It clearly identifies the complete network of bus, train and metro services. 
 
Website: www.networkwestmidlands.com  
 
The West Midlands Combined Authority is responsible for promoting and developing public transport 
across the West Midlands metropolitan area.  They co-ordinate local transport information for 
Birmingham and publish bus timetables.  This includes the Network West Midlands Map and Guide to 
Public Transport in Birmingham.  
 
The Birmingham map shows all bus operators, routes, rail and metro services and the frequency of 
bus services. The bus map is available online at:  
http://www.networkwestmidlands.com/Maps/maps-home.aspx 
 
A journey planner is also available on line at: www.networkwestmidlands.com



 
TRAVEL CARDS 
The National Express West Midlands products available are 1 week and 4 week travel cards and 
Term Plus.  These travel cards can be used all day, everyday on all Travel West Midlands buses 
during their validity, as many times as required. Term Plus is available by Direct Debit you can apply 
to join the scheme whenever you wish. 
 
Telephone: 0121 254 6363.  Website: www.nxbus.co.uk/west-midlands  
For timetable information call Traveline on:  0871 200 22 33. 
 
FOR FULL DETAILS ON THE TYPES OF PASSES THAT CAN BE PURCHASED PLEASE GO TO: 
NETWORK WEST MIDLANDS WEB SITE: WWW.NETWORKWESTMIDLANDS.COM; AND  
NATIONAL EXPRESS WEST MIDLANDS WEB SITE: WWW.NXBUS.CO.UK/WEST-MIDLANDS 
 
NATIONAL EXPRESS WEST MIDLANDS ALSO HAS A JOURNEY PLANNER AVAILABLE ON ITS WEBSITE WHICH 

ENABLES STUDENTS TO SEE WHICH PUBLIC TRANSPORT ROUTES THEY WOULD NEED TO USE TO TRAVEL 

FROM HOME TO THE SCHOOL OR COLLEGE THEY ARE ATTENDING. THE NEW NETNAV AND NET WM 

JOURNEY PLANNING APPLICATIONS ARE NOW AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE WEST MIDLANDS. 

 
Contacts: 


