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3.4 Retail 

 

Indicator PG1/7: Retail Floorspace Completed (gross) 
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3.5 Office  

 

3.5.1 Policy PG1 requires a minimum of 745,000 sq.m gross of office floorspace (2013-2031) in 

the network of centres primarily focussed on the City Centre. The tables below show the 

office floorspace completed since 2013 and what is in the supply pipeline.  

 

Indicator PG1/9: Office Floorspace Completed  

 

Year 

Office 

(B1 (a) only) 

Area (Ha) Floorspace (sq.m) 

2013/14 2.82 5,900 

2014/15 0.23 700 

2015/16 1.06 7,084 

2016/17 2.40 8,763 

2017/18 0.53 3,815 
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4. Progress against the Local Development Scheme (LDS) 

 

4.1 The LDS is a three year project plan for the preparation of new planning policy documents. 

The LDS for this monitoring year ran from 2014 to 2017. A new LDS has recently been 

agreed by the City Council for 2018-21. Given the transition to a new LDS this section 

details the progress we are making with our planning policy documents against both the 

2014-17 and 2018-21 LDS as appropriate.  

 

The Birmingham Development Plan  

 

4.2 The Birmingham Development Plan (BDP) sets out a city wide spatial vision and a strategy 

for the sustainable growth of Birmingham for the period 2011-2031, and will be used to 

guide decisions on planning, development and regeneration activity over this period. 

 

Table 1: Birmingham Development Plan 
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Bordesley Park Area Action Plan Development Plan Document  

 

Table 3: Bordesley Park AAP 

LDS Milestone LDS 2014-17 

Timetable 

LDS 2018-21 

Timetable 

Progress 
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community in the area to understand the issues and opportunities to address in the 

Neighbourhood Plan. Further consultation is expected in 2019.  
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dwellings less than the objectively assessed requirement on which the BDP is based and 

means that it will be necessary for some provision for new housing to meet Birmingham’s 

needs to be made outside Birmingham’s boundary through the Duty to Cooperate.  

 

5.6 The BDP Inspector endorsed Birmingham’s approach to the Duty to Cooperate and the 

process being followed in order to arrive at an agreed distribution of the shortfall to other 

authorities in the Housing Market Area (HMA). The City Council continues to work 

collaboratively with the other authorities in the HMA to build on the three phase Strategic 

Housing Needs study which was produced by Peter Brett Associates. In February 2017, the 

HMA authorities commissioned a Strategic Growth Study to identify more specific options 

and broad locations for addressing the shortfall, which can be delivered by the market. The 

study was published in February 2018.  

 

5.7 The study updates the existing PBA work based on more up to date official data and 

extends the time horizon to 2036 providing a baseline for testing against the methodology. 

It is accompanied by a higher growth baseline, drawn from the West Midlands Combined 

Authority’s Strategic Economic Plan. Land supply estimates within the HMA have been 

updated taking account of recent completions, planning permissions and plan allocations 

and their status. Windfall assumptions have also been reviewed along with density policies 

as prescribed by the Housing White Paper. Consideration has been given to sites outside of 

the Green Belt, which have not previously been formally considered or identified as 

deliverable / developable. The study includes a Strategic Green Belt Assessment based on 

the five purposes of the Green Belt set out in the National Planning Policy Framework. Only 

strategic level constraints have been applied thus providing a context for more localised 

analysis. Locations have been interrogated through high level assessment of their 

sustainability and landscape capacity. Broad areas of search have been identified along with 

high level estimates of capacity for further testing. The final strand of the study considers 

the extent to which strategic development can be delivered, including a high level approach 

to development costs and infrastructure provision and taking account of available funding 

programmes. This also examines market capacity, which reflects existing local plan 

requirements and the ability of different authorities / sub market areas to deliver higher 

levels of growth. This exercise dovetails with the potential physical capacity identified 

through the Strategic Green Belt Assessment and identification of other broad locations not 

covered by Green Belt policy.  

 

5.8 For the avoidance of doubt, this is a technical study and does not infer that a spatial plan 

will be prepared to distribute housing growth around the HMA, nor does it identify 

strategic land releases. It provides a framework for individual or joint local plans (e.g. the 

Black Country) to be reviewed within the context of the wider housing shortfall.  

 

5.9 The 14 HMA authorities have also prepared a common position statement on HMA housing 

need and housing land supply position. 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/directory/13/land_use_information/category/57  

5.10 Finally, a HMA officer working group has been established to monitor housing 

requirements, supply and delivery and to enable adjustments to be made at the HMA level. 

All HMA authorities are actively involved in this process. The group meets approximately 

every 2-3 months and continues to identify current housing requirements and possible 

achievable solutions to deliver the levels of housing required.         

 




